Agenda for 10/28 Kerry Meetup - Theme: The Final Act

As people file in, have them sign-in on the forms, and take a “Join the Fight” Illinois for Kerry (IFK) flyer.

Right before you begin the Meetup, go to each table and ask them if they’ve seen the sign-in sheets. Try to get as many people as possible to sign-up before the Meetup starts.
7:00 (5 mins) Welcome and introductions

-Host introduces self

-If big group (11+), ask survey questions:

1. “How many of you are here at a Meetup for the first time?” (“Welcome! Basically how this works is I’m going to talk for a little while about the campaign and things you can do to get involved, and tonight we’ve got a special guest with us who will speak for a bit about this election.”)

2. How many of you are prepared to go to a battleground state this Election Day Weekend?
7:05 (10 mins) The Basics

-Refer to handouts/materials table

-Sign-in sheets. These are two differences about the sign-in sheets this time: they are separated according to projects, and they are optional to fill out.
-Phone-banking Sign-In Sheet. A great way to help out locally is to make calls to battleground states. Our phone-banking team needs volunteers, so please fill out the form with your info.
-GOTV Sign-In Sheets. There are several “get out the vote” efforts going on both on and around election day, such as trips to Ohio, Wisconsin, and Iowa, as well as here at home. We’ll be stickering and lit-dropping in Chicago to raise awareness on Election day. Be sure to take the info flyers as well so you can email the group leaders.

-Wisconsin/Ohio/Iowa: if you have a car (or don’t mind riding in a bus) and plan to take election day off, we really need people to go to Wisconsin and Iowa. Ohio trips start tomorrow night/early Saturday morning, so if you have a car and are taking off election day but staying in Chicago, your help can be needed to travel to the 6th and 8th districts, and to drive voters to the polls.
-The Yahoo Group. On the “Local Events” flyer, you’ll see a link about a Yahoo Group. Everyone should sign up for this--it’s an online discussion community that help us get connected for info on events. You can also use the blog at www.chicagolandforkerry.blogspot.com for more posts and open discussion.
-The JohnKerry.com Volunteer Center. (refer to files placed on tables) By clicking on the “volunteer center” link at the top of JohnKerry.com, you can sign in to the Kerry Volunteer center. This is a great way to find local events and supporters and post events of your own. Between this site and the Chicagoland for Kerry site, you can be completely plugged in to the Kerry events near you. Everyone should sign up for the Kerry Volunteer Center.
7:15 (10 mins)  Brief Q&A/Shoutouts
-If there are any representatives of other campaigns or causes there (Obama, Congressional, LCV, MoveOn), have them speak for a few minutes on their activities.

-Additionally, take a few questions from the crowd but keep this to a minimum or time will get gobbled up. Let everyone know they can talk to you (and your co-host) after the Meetup.
7:25 (10 mins) Guest Speaker(s)
-Consult with your guest speaker to allow for however much time they’ll need.
7:40 (25 mins)  Open Discussion/Breakout into Small Groups

-At this point, anyone who wants to leave should be free to do so. Above all else, make sure everyone signs in to at least one sheet, and gets a “Final Push” Illinois for Kerry flyer (and contributes, if possible).

-If there are enough people, have a group for each sign-in sheet.

-Also have a group for Open Discussion, with topics like ways to communicate the campaign’s message of “Stronger at Home, Respected in the World.”
Afterward, field as many questions as you can.
