About John Kerry:

- Raised in the Catholic faith and continues to be an active member of the Catholic church.
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-A graduate of Yale University, entered the Navy after graduation, where he was a Swift Boat officer in Vietnam, serving on a gunboat in the Mekong Delta. Received a Silver Star, Bronze Star with Combat V, and three Purple Hearts.
-Co-founder of the Vietnam Veterans of America after returning home, spokesperson for the Vietnam Veterans Against the War. Testified before (and later served on) the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.
-Graduated from Boston College Law School and became a top prosecutor in Middlesex County. Put the Number Two mob boss in New England behind bars, modernized the District Attorney's office, created an innovative rape crisis crime unit, lawyer in private practice. 
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-Won election as Lieutenant Governor in 1982, elected to the Senate in ’84 (running and winning a PAC-free race). Supported Gramm-Rudman Deficit Reduction; took on corporate welfare and government waste; pushed for campaign finance reform; held Oliver North accountable and exposed the fraud and abuse at the heart of the BCCI scandal; worked with John McCain in the search for the truth about Vietnam veterans declared POW/MIA; and insisted on excellence in public education. 

-Re-elected in 1990, again in 1996, defeating Governor Weld in the most closely watched Senate race in the country, and in 2002. Now serving his fourth term, Kerry has worked to reform public education, address children's issues, strengthen the economy and encourage the growth of the high tech New Economy, protect the environment, and advance America's foreign [image: image5.png]


policy interests around the globe. 

-John Kerry is married to Teresa Heinz Kerry. He has two daughters:  Alexandra and Vanessa. Teresa has three sons:  John, Andre, and Christopher.  Sen. Kerry lives in Boston
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About John Edwards:

John Edwards was born in Seneca, South Carolina and raised in Robbins, North Carolina, a small town in the Piedmont. There John learned the values of hard work and perseverance from his father, Wallace, who worked in the textile mills for 36 years, and from his mother, Bobbie, who ran a shop and worked at the post office. Working alongside his father at the mill, John developed his strong belief that all Americans deserve an equal opportunity to succeed and be heard. 

A proud product of public schools, John became the first person in his family to attend college. He worked his way through North Carolina State University where he graduated with high honors in 1974, and then earned a law degree with honors in 1977 from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

For the next 20 years, John dedicated his career to representing families and children hurt by the negligence of others. Standing up against the powerful insurance industry and their armies of lawyers, John helped these families through the darkest moments of their lives to overcome tremendous challenges. His passionate advocacy for people like the folks who worked in the mill with his father earned him respect and recognition across the country. 

In 1998, John took this commitment into politics to give a voice in the United States Senate to the people he had represented throughout his career. He ran for the Senate and won, defeating an incumbent Senator. 

In Congress, Senator Edwards quickly emerged as a champion for the issues that make a difference to American families: quality health care, better schools, protecting civil liberties, preserving the environment, saving Social Security and Medicare, and reforming the ways campaigns are financed. 

As a member of the Select Committee on Intelligence, Senator Edwards has worked tirelessly for a strong national defense and to strengthen the security of our homeland. He has authored key pieces of legislation on cyber, bio, and port security. 

Senator Edwards and his wife, Elizabeth, whom he met when both were law students at Chapel Hill, were married in 1977. They have had four children, including: their eldest daughter, Catharine, a student at Princeton University; five-year-old Emma Claire, and a three-year-old son, Jack. Their first child, Wade, died in 1996
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